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Democratic machines were erected in these territories. In Oregon,
Bush and a varying group of associates, known as the Salem Clique,
ruled the party with an iron hand. Lane generally worked with them;
but they dictated to him on federal patronage, and he was irked by
their tight rein. At the beginning of the Buchanan administration there
was a growing coolness. North of the Columbia, Governor Stevens
organized a Democratic machine and in 1857 chose to join Lane, his
close friend, as delegate from Washington Territory in Congress.
Since 1857 a bitter feud had developed in the Oregon Democracy,
and rebellion against Bush and the Clique had grown. After the state-
hood bill was passed and Lane elected the first Senator, Bush broke
with him, and Lane joined the rebels against the Clique. Bush with his
cohorts now decided to thwart Lane's presidential ambitions, using the
name of Douglas as a rallying cry for protection from the results of
the Clique's despotism in local matters.
The efforts of Bush and the Clique to control choice of the delega-
tion to Charleston, and to retain hold of the party, split the Oregon
Democracy in the legislative session of 1859. This prevented election of
a Senator to act with Lane and nearly defeated the party ticket in the
state canvass.
The final round was fought in the state convention which met in
November to choose the Charleston delegates. Here the Clique, in the
name of Douglas, fought Lane's supporters with all they had. The Lane
Nationals fought back with the sharp weapons which are available to
those who control a state committee. They did as the Clique had done
and juggled the apportionment of delegates to favor themselves. The
result was a Lane-controlled convention. Lane's son-in-law cleverly
concocted a resolution endorsing the candidate, which could be voted
for by some of the delegates instructed for others. A group of Lane's
opponents then withdrew while those that remained adopted the reso-
lutions unanimously and chose Lane and six friends as delegates and
alternates. The Douglas-Clique men from seven counties, who had
seceded, held a protest convention, but decided not to choose a con-
testing delegation; in fact they pledged support of the Charleston
nominee. Yet the party was shattered in Oregon as it was in California.
On the face of things, however, Lane had control of his constituency
and could dream of the Presidency as of yore.25